I n 1953 the St Do mi
children was established in the Bull Home-
stead at Aorangi with 40 children attending.

North Street School and Feilding Intermedi-
ate have also been founded, with others in
the outer districts.

This badge is
from the days
when
Manchester
Street School
was a District
High School.

I't has 6
scratched on the
reverse side.

cbs School for De a

Some of you may remember a song my
Father used to sing to my Mother:

School days, school days, dear old

Golden Rule days, reading and writing and
arithmetic,

Taught to the tune of the hickory stick, you
were my queen in calico,

| was your bashful barefoot beau, and |
wrote on your sl ate,

ni

When we were a couple of kids.
Ex cer pt s Manchester: Stregt School,

125" Jubileed a rWe sée what you
mean....0
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Volunteers - Because of you... someone will have enough to eat tonight.
Someone will have decent clothes to wear. Someone will have shelter.
Someone will receive medical care. Someone will learn the skills they need to

and succeed.

Someone knows there's at least one person in

this world who cares.

This world is a better place because you volun-

teered, and we thank you Norm.

survive

A Tireless Worker

We would like to extend a vote of thanks to
Norm Lind for the work he does involving chil-
dren in the Holiday Programme at the museum.
The focus these last holidays was paper crafts,
with the children making calendars, puppets,
paper boxes, a secret book, paper craft, Jump-
ing Jacks and games. Dividing the children by

age, they participated in suitable activities.

Thanks are also due to volunteers who assisted

the children.

What paper game did you play as a child? R H
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Feilding R'S A 100 Years Old
The first Anzac Day service in Feilding
was held on April 15, 1916. It was near
the end of World War 1 and men were
returning, affected by the conditions and
conflict they had suffered. It was at this
time an official branch of Returned Ser-
vicemen was formed in Feilding. Now,
one hundred years later the organisation
is still functioning with about 130 mem-
bers.

The R S Adés mission
care for all those suffering repercussions
after service for New Zealand, in military
operations. It provides support and com-
fort for servicemen, women and families.

They believe in a nation joined by a
heartfelt connection to the Anzac spirit of
courage, commitment, comradeship and
compassion.

The Poppy Appeal, ANZAC and Armi-
stice days are activities of national re-
membrance. Donations to the R S A help
to administer support for the returned
service people and their families. They
remember those who did not return by
supporting those still with us.

At its peak, just after World War 11, the
club was home to about 250 members.

These days the membership is low and
includes members who had fought in
Vietham, Bosnia, Iraq, East Timor and
Afghanistan.

Several functions were observed in Feb-

ruary, with a dedication service at the
Feilding Cemetery; a military vehicle
street parade; and antiques firearms dis-
play and a memorial service at the Ceno-
taph.
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Website: www.rsa.org.nz R H
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Two men wearing uniforms
of past wars.



http://www.rsa.org.nz

Volunteers Travel to Taranaki

Twenty three Coach House Volunteers
set off to visit Taranaki Museums, with
our own volunteer host, Chris Morton, the
bus driver.

The first stop was Ashley Park for morn-
ing tea and a visit to their Museum. Set
behind fenced off cubicles, there was a
vast collection of memorabilia that we all
were familiar with.

Next stop was South Taranaki Museum at

welcomed us all. He told us where to lo-
cate exhibits in the Museum. Many visited
the Whalers and Traders boat ride which
was outstanding. The Museum had so
many lifelike and miniature models. Nigel
is the specialist model maker. He met us
at the Cafe just before we left and gave
an interesting talk and insight into his
model making. Our very own Len Gray
who was with us on the trip said he was
glad he made our settler male models
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Coach House volunteers, who travelled to Taranaki, listen to
Tawhiti Museum founder, Nigel Ogle.

Patea. Staffed by one full time and two
part timers, Cameron Curd gave us a
guided tour, including their back room. All
volunteers were impressed with what they
saw.

The last stop was Tawhiti Museum on the
outskirts of Hawera. Lunch was at the
Museum Cafe where owner Nigel Ogle

first, before visiting Tawhiti. We all said
how proud we are of what Len has
achieved.

Back on the bus, the trip home was hot,
as the air conditioning did not seem to
work. We had one stop only, for an ice
cream. Sandy Hardy

Rob was known was a keen historian, a vintage car owner and organiser of events.

The books covered much of the Manawatu area, with some extending to the wider
North and South Island.

Janet Doyle, Librarian of the Archive, browsed through the collection and when they
have been accessioned wil!/ appear for

used the Archive Library, it is in the Community Room as you enter the Archive.
Please feel free to browse the books and use as Reference only. You may not take

them away. R H

Donation of Historic Books

Recently the Archive had an extensive collection of historic books donated that had
been in the ownership of the late Rob Knight and his wife Pat.

Development of Schools in the Feild-
ing Area

With many youngsters beginning their first
weeks of primary school, | wondered
when the schools of the Feilding area had
been established. In 1874 after huts had
been erected in Warwick Street it was
decided that a school was necessary and
a section was put aside to establish a

natural clearing, covered like other places
of the settlement, with flax and toi toi. The
agricultural work of the first pupils was
very different from that which is enjoyed
by the present day pupils, for outdoor
work in 1874 and for a long time after-
wards consisted of digging out the flax
and toi toi.

Manchester School was destroyed by fire
in 1901 and was rebuilt

School -1902

with room for a secondary

| department known as
| Feilding  District  High
| School.
| The first two district

= | schools established in
1877 were Halcombe and
Whakarongo School, fol-
lowed by Awahuri in 1878
and Taonui in 1879. As
farmland was developed
Makino Road School was
formed in 1880, Stanway

school in Manchester Street.

The first emigrants arrived in Feilding in
January 1874, but it was not until Novem-
ber of that year that the school opened.
The first public school was erected on the
site of the present building and it opened
on the 2™ of November 1874. The regis-
ter showed that seven children were the
first pupils of the school. Most of the chil-
dren were from the families of emigrants
who had been brought out from London
on the ships with their parents.

The school was originally placed in a

and Bunnythorpe in 1883
and Colyton in 1884. 1891 saw Waituna
West and Hiwinui Schools settled, with
Kakariki in 1899.

Further schools were established in the
town with Lytton Street and Feilding Dis-
trict High School opened in 1901. St Jo-
sephs Convent School started in 1906
and a Technical School was founded in
1908 and Feilding Agricultural High
School in 1921. The
Paorangi, later known as Hato Paora Col-
lege was founded in 1947 and was situ-
ated near Cheltenham.
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