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Scottôs Ferry 

Scottôs Ferry, situated on Parewanui 
Road, near the mouth of the Rangitikei 
River, is where the historic ferry marks 
the place where colonists crossed the 
Rangitikei River for inland Rangitikei and 
Wanganui destinations, back in the mid-
nineteenth century. 

The restoration of the ferry is a tribute to 
Thomas and Annie Scott, early pioneers 
of the area. The ferry serviced the district 
from 1850 until 1908 transporting horses, 
cattle, sheep, coaches, produce and peo-
ple. 

In 1908 it was purchased by the Feather-
sons of Parakino on the Wanganui River 
where it carried stock and produce until 
1975. It then lay derelict on the river bank 
by the Moutoa Gardens at Wanganui City 

until 1989. 

The ferry was salvaged and returned 
near to where it first operated in 1850. 
Restored to its former glory in honour of 
all the early pioneers in 1990 and refur-
bished in 2018. 

The Scotts also managed the general 
store and hotel associated with the ferry, 
until the opening of inland coach and rail 
routes between Wellington and Wanga-
nui. The hospitality and food at Scottôs 
Ferry was renowned, thanks to Annie 
Scott. The store served as a Post Office, 
with Thomas Scott as the Postmaster. 
He acted as pilot for craft trading be-
tween Wellington and Rangitikei and he 
exported produce from that area and im-
ported supplies for the settlers of the dis-
trict. Scott also carried mail between 

and other small birds or animals. 

Slingshots have been used by the military 
as a weapon, primarily by guerrilla forces. 

Listening to some men speaking they 
said they remembered fighting with 5 or 
10 kids a side. They used hard little ber-
ries as óammoô. They didnôt do as much 
damage as pellets, but gee they stung. A 
favourite trick was to lie in ambush by the 
tree where the berries grew and surprise 

the óenemyô when they returned for more 
berries. 

I can remember my brother making a 
shanghai from a pattern in the óPopular 
Mechanics Magazineô in the 1950s, with 
strict instructions from our Mother to ñuse 
it away from the houseò! 

I guess young boys still make shanghais, 
but they are deemed illegal.  R H 

Scotts Ferry beached  at the landing, 
beside the Rangitikei River - 2018. 

Armistice Day 

After four terrible years, the First World 
War finally ended with the signing of an 
armistice between Germany and the Al-
lied Powers, on 11

th
 November 1918; on 

the 11
th
 hour of the 11

th
 day of the 11

th
 

month, the guns fell silent. New Zea-
landers celebrated enthusiastically. 

More than 16,000 New Zealanders had 
died and tens of thousands were serious-
ly wounded. 

Armistice Day was observed in New Zea-
land between the World Wars, although it 
was always secondary to Anzac Day. It 
commemorates the sacrifice of those who 
died serving New Zealand in this and all 
wars, and armed conflict. 

At that time, 1914, New Zealand had a 
population of 1.1 million, and sent 
100,000 men and women abroad. 

On Armistice Day 1918, New Zealand  

 

had 58,129 troops in the field, with an 
additional 10,000 under training at 
óhomeô.  

Armistice Day is observed annually, with 
two minutes silence in memory of those 
New Zealanders who died while serving 
their country. 

They shall not grow old,  
as we that are left grow old; 
 

Age shall not weary them,  
nor the years condemn, 
 

At the going down of the  
sun and in the morning 
 

We will remember them. 
 

2018 marks 100 years since the signing 
of the Armistice. The Bank is issuing an 
Armistice Day coin to commemorate the 
history and sacrifice made by the service 
personnel and their families, to bring 
peace to New Zealand and the world. R H 

Armistace Day Parade 
Feilding. 

Even a farm cart was 
decorated to demon-
strate how relieved  
citizens were that the 
war had ended. 



 

resilience, determination and courage. 
She was a valued member of her com-
munity and those most successful at 
settling into their role were those who 
enjoyed rural living. 

A Bush Nurse could see several patients 
in one day, with a diverse range of con-
ditions, or she could care for a sick per-
son in their home for an extended peri-
od. Her professional isolation was often 
made difficult by the absence of doctors, 
who were often miles, hours or a great 
distance away across difficult terrain. 
When they had a telephone connected 
to their home it was easier to seek ad-
vice. 

Bush Nurses had to deal with very differ-
ent living conditions than they were used 
to and had to órough itô along with the 
settlers. Nursing was often challenging 
when they lived in a tent, hut or basic 
homestead, without separate accommo-
dation for themselves. 

Reaching patients by horseback was 
often extremely challenging. One nurse 
had to use roads that bushmen said 
would óbog a duckô. They were rarely 
passable in summer and in winter were 
óworse than awfulô. One journey of 
twelve miles took three hours across 
paddocks, swamps, drains, marshes, 
and streams, which was horrible enough 
in daylight, but awful in the darkness. 
The journey to the patientôs cottage end-
ed in a scramble on foot over a fallen 
tree across a creek. 

The position of Bush Nurse was dises-
tablished in 1957 when they became 
District Nurses. Groups similar to these 
were also in Australia, Tasmania, Britain 
and Canada. They were required to 
keep records of their work. 

A nurseôs saying was, they provided 
nursing care from ówomb to tombô.  R H 

Wellington and Wanganui in 1844 and 1845. 

Annie Scott died in 1879 and Thomas remarried. He passed away in 1892 and his wid-
ow and her son operated the ferry until it was taken over by the Manawatu County Coun-
cil. 

It is difficult now to imagine, that in the 2004 floods the Rangitikei River breached badly 
at Scotts Ferry which led to residents being evacuated. In the end the water reached the 
eves of houses and it took weeks to pump out. Eventually homes were repaired and built 
with higher foundations for protection in case of further flooding. R H 

Information from: Heritage New Zealand Information Boards.   

While listening to Radio NZ Country pro-
gramme, I heard the broadcaster mention; 

Bush Nurses 

Many Bush Nurses were members of the 
Womenôs Division of Farmerôs Union and 
rode horseback to people isolated in rural 
communities, bringing valuable support, 
care and assistance to them in the home. 

Preparation for the role was not possible 
for the first nurses in the bush services. 
The reality and requirements of the work 
had to be figured out on the job.  

As they adapted their practice, nurses tried 
to share their new knowledge, so others 
could prepare for this role or enhance their 
existing work. 

In their first 20 years, bush nursing associ-
ations could not rely on a sufficient supply 
of nurses. They were actively recruited and 
screened. They wanted nurses who were 
self-reliant, reliable, trustworthy and prefer-
ably with some knowledge of country life. 

 Being able to ride or drive was an ad-
vantage, but not always essential. A nurse 
who could not ride a horse or bicycle or 
drive a motor car and had no experience 
outside her hospital training had other qual-
ities. She understood practical housekeep-
ing and cooking, recognised that initiative, 
discretion and knowledge were essential 
and she appeared to be a woman of com-
mon sense and was quite prepared for 
hard work. 

One bush nurse cared for a little boy with 
pneumonia in a tent, and quickly made an 
emergency steam kettle. She shaped a 
piece of tin into a long spout and fitted it 
into a hole in the lid of an old honey tin. It 
was successful. 

Palmerston North was a centre for the con-
struction of the North Islandôs main trunk 
railway line, and for bush clearing and saw 
milling. Accidents were common and doc-
tors not always available. Bush Nurses had 
to set broken limbs, dress wounds and on 
occasions amputate an arm or leg. 

The nurseôs role often combined nursing 
and emergency care, midwifery and public 
health. Their work demanded creativity, 

Being able to ride a reliable horse was an 
essential  quality of their  position. 

Shanghais 

Recently a óboysô topic was shared at 
Smoko, complete with two weapons ï 
shanghais, also known as slingshots or 
catapults. 

The classic form consisted of a y-shaped 
frame or forked branch to form the óYô 
shaped handle. Often dogwood or ash 
were used, with a rubber strip attached 
to the uprights. This led to a pocket that 
held the projectile; round, dense objects 
worked best ï marbles or ball bearings 
were ideal, as were acorns or air gun 
pellets. 

If you held the shanghai in your left 
hand, and grasped the pocket with your 
right hand, and drew it back enough to 
provide power for the projectile, it would 
usually fly well. 

While early shanghais were mostly asso-
ciated with young vandals, they were 
also capable hunting arms in the hands 
of a skilled user. They could take game 
such as quail, pheasant, rabbit, dove 


